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Hull House was a settlement house co-founded in 1889 by Jane Addams and Ellen Gates Starr.

Located in Chicago, Hull House opened its doors to early European immigrants. With its innovative

social, educational, and artistic programs, Hull House became the gold standard for the movement.

Addams ran Hull House as head resident until her death in 1935, and in this book she documents

her experiences there.
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Like many of her fellow "Progressives," Jane Addams was born in the midwest and received an

exceptional scholastic and religious education. She was strongly devoted to her father and shared

with him a reverence for Abraham Lincoln not just as a man, but as a living ideal against which all

men should measure their ideas and actions. Typical of many reformers of her era, Addams was not

attracted to evangelical duty. Missionary work left her with a sense of futile detachment from the

wretched social conditions she witnessed in East London. After visiting Toynbee Hall, Addams

decided to establish a similar settlement house in the rapidly-growing city of Chicago, where "the

evil and vices of American life seemed to be exaggerated." Her experiences at this settlement

house are the subject of this book.Although, on the one hand, Addams seemed the typical

Progressive; on the other hand she did not follow many of the ideas of the more radical reformers.

She was very practical and refused to be swayed by the claims of certain social movements and

untried panaceas. she did not become a socialist. Although she greatly admired Tolstoy, she found



his message "confused and contradictory" and doubted its suitability to the situation in Chicago. She

deplored any violent tactics associated with socialist and anarchist groups despite their "noble

motives." Addams demostrated an understanding of the ways in which strikes had a detrimental

effect on people outside the labor movement (her dying sister was unable to see her family because

the transportation system was blocked due to the Pullman strike. Unlike most reformers, she also

had respect for the immigrant cultures represented at Hull House.
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